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Alex Rodriguez: Witch Hunt- Yes or No?
1. Introduction
a) Hook: Alex Rodriguez’s suspension of 211 games due to doping allegations was the longest in the history of Major League Baseball (Fagenson).
b) Background information: Major League Baseball (MLB) accused Alex Rodriguez, one of the all-time superstars of baseball, of doping, and as a result, this association suspended him for 211 games (Fagenson). However, Alex Rodriguez believes that this was a witch hunt to taint his deserved reputation and end his career.  
c) Thesis: Although some people believe Alex Rodriguez is not a victim of the modern-day witch hunt, actually he is because his doping suspension was the longest in the history of baseball, the MLB officials used tortious conduct to marshal evidence against him, and Selig, the MLB commissioner, was on a motive to tarnish the legacy of Rodriguez.
2. Counter Argument
Topic sentence: Those who believe that the case of Alex Rodriguez is not a witch hunt have their reasons. They believe that Rodriguez deserves the consequences due to his actions because he was linked with Antony Bosch, the owner of the Biogenesis clinic, and he himself agreed to use drugs that boost performance in an interview with government officials probing anti-doping clinic in Florida.
i) Quote to be used: Rodriguez stated that “This thing cost me over $40 million. And it cost me my reputation, and it may have cost me the Hall of Fame and a number of other things” (Weaver). 
ii) Note about why this quote is important: This was a revelation from Alex Rodriguez, and this refutes the claim that his case was a witch hunt. Rodriguez admitted that he used to buy and use creams and syringes filled with hormone from the Biogenesis clinic. 
iii) Transitional sentence: The case against Alex Rodriguez was not a witch hunt because he himself acknowledged using drugs against the will of MLB.
3. Stating and Supporting First Reason
Topic sentence: However, the case against Alex Rodriguez was a witch hunt because his suspension was the longest in the history of baseball. 
i) Quote to be used: Rodriguez argues that “Other players implicated in the Biogenesis scandal were suspended for less than 100 games and mostly for 50 games” (Potts).
ii) Note about why this quote is important: This means that the case against Alex Rodriguez was a witch hunt because despite other players having been implicated in a doping scandal, none has been suspended for more than 100 games (Potts). If at all the case was a fair one, Rodriguez would have been suspended for less than 100 games, as it had been the norm before. 
iii) Transition sentence: Alex Rodriguez’s case was a witch hunt because his suspension was one of its own kind in the history of baseball.  
4. Stating and Supporting Second Reason  
Topic sentence: Also, I heard the evidence and the MLB officials used tortious conduct to marshal evidence against him. 
i) Quote to be used: The lawyers representing Rodriguez argued that “an investigator paid $150,000 in cash for records related to Rodriguez, which were allegedly stolen” (Lengel). 
ii) Note about why this quote is important: The investigators investigating the case used tortious conduct to forge evidence against Rodriguez, meaning that the investigation case was not genuine.
iii) Transition sentence: MLB investigators applied intimidation and bullied some individuals who had defied cooperating with them in their witch hunt process. 
5. Stating and Supporting Third Reason  
Topic sentence: Also, Selig, the MLB commissioner, was on a motive to tarnish the legacy of Rodriguez.
i) Citation: Rodriguez, in the lawsuit, argued that “Commissioner Selig and MLB persistently have employed powers not available to them under the collectively-bargained agreements between MLB and its union in order to make an example of Mr. Rodriguez and in an attempt to secure his legacy as the "savior" of America's pastime" (Fagenson). 
ii) Note about why this quote is important: The statement by the legal representatives of Rodriguez shows that Selig and MLB had a hidden motive behind the case of Rodriguez. Notably, they wanted to use Mr. Rodriguez as an example to show their commitment towards a baseball drug-free competition.
iii) Topic sentence: Commissioner Selig wanted to secure his legacy, and therefore he wanted to use Mr. Rodriguez as an example of his determination to end doping in baseball. 
6. Conclusion
a) Thesis restatement: Although some people believe Alex Rodriguez is not a victim of the modern-day witch hunt, actually he is because his doping suspension was the longest in the history of baseball, the MLB officials used tortious conduct to marshal evidence against him, and Selig, the MLB commissioner, was on a motive to tarnish the legacy of Rodriguez. 
b) Global/universal connections: The witch hunt case against Alex Rodriguez can be related to that of Jenrry Mejia, a baseball player. Jenrry Mejia received a permanent suspension from MLB for allegations of using drugs to boost his performance. Mejia argued that his case was a witch hunt because he had failed drug tests several times, but MLB had to find something to bring down his career. Mejia also believes that his case was a witch hunt because the MLB Player’s Association did not offer any protection.   
c) Final thought: I think the case against Alex Rodriguez was a witch hunt to taint his reputation and end his career accidentally because MLB officials used tortious conduct to marshal evidence against him. The doping allegations against Rodriguez were not different from the previous ones in the history of baseball, but he received the longest suspension.            
Works Cited
Fagenson, Zachary. Yankees star Alex Rodriguez reportedly admits to doping. Reuters. 5 November, 2017. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-florida-doping-idUSKBN0IP2CC20141105
Lengel, David. The Case against Alex Rodriguez Revealed. The Guardian. 14 January, 2017. https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2014/jan/14/case-against-alex-rodriguez-revealed
[bookmark: _GoBack]Potts, Graham. "" I Want to Pump You Up!" Lance Armstrong, Alex Rodriguez, and the Biopolitics of Data-and Analogue-Flesh."M/C Journal 16.6 (2013): 34. https://journal.media-culture.org.au/index.php/mcjournal/article/view/726
Sinn, Dylan. Alex Rodriguez says PEDs Cost him $40 million, Hall of Fame, and More. USA Today. 14 October, 2017. https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2017/10/14/alex-rodriguez-says-peds-cost-him-40-million-hall-fame-and-more/764757001/
Weaver, Jay. Alex Rodriguez's DEA Confession: Yes, I Used Steroids from Fake Miami Doctor. Miami Herald. 5 November, 2017. https://www.miamiherald.com/sports/mlb/article3578762.html
Wire, Si. Jenrry Mejia says lifetime ban result of MLB witch hunt. Sports Illustrated. 4 March, 2016. https://www.si.com/mlb/2016/03/04/jennry-mejia-mets-lifetime-ban-steroids-mlb-witch-hunt  




        

